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Welcome New NCI Works Board Members!!!!! 

Monte Flack, Supervisor from Mid-American 
Growers in Granville, IL. 

David Mennie,  Business Owner/Vice-President 
of Sales from Mennie Machine Co. in Granville, 

IL. 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!!  

Wednesday, August 10, 2011 

Employers Conference,  

Mendota Civic Center 

Mendota, IL 

 

Tuesday, September 27, 2011 

NCI Works Annual Awards  

Mendota Civic Center, 

Mendota, IL.  

 

Local Woman speaks at U. S. Department of Labor workshop  
Dianna Schuler, Business Services Manager from 

the Business Employment Skills Team, Inc., was recently 

selected to participate in a 1 ½ day workshop designed to 

present an array of U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) e-tools 

and ideas to assist them with engaging business. The 

national event brought together 65 workforce development 

professionals from across the country.  

Local workforce areas were invited to nominate 

area Business Service Representatives, and Schuler was 

selected based on her qualifications and her experience in 

delivering business services in a primarily rural area for over 

18 years.    

While in Washington D.C., Schuler participated in 

workshops on understanding and using labor market tools, 

using interactive electronic tools to engage business, the use 

of social media to engage business and in the delivery of 

services.  While selected as a participant, Schuler was also 

invited to share her experience in the use of e-tool and social 

media to reach businesses in a rural community.  Schuler 

spoke about the challenges that limited staff and funding 

resources have had on the delivery of services within the 

four county area BEST, Inc. serves and how the use of e-

tools and social media have made meeting that challenge 

much easier.   

ñWe were very proud to have had Dianna chosen by 

DOL as one of a select group of workforce professionals 

to participate in this special initiative", said Pam Furlan, 

BEST, Inc. Executive Director.  "Businesses throughout our 

four-county area and across the country as well will 

directly benefit  from the new techniques and strategies that 

were developed and refined in Washington, D.C. and will 

now be used to help the local business community compete 

in today's global economy."   

BEST, Inc. has offices in Ottawa, Peru, Princeton 

and Dixon.    

 

   



 NCI Works Job Search Strategies for Suc-
cess event sponsored by North Central Illinois 
Works (NCI Works), was attended by area job 
seekers. The event was designed to provide assis-
tance and resources to individuals looking for 
jobs in todayõs current market. Attendees were 
able to take advantage of one-on-one resume cri-
tiquing and interview coaching, as well as work-
shops that will better prepare them for landing a 
job that meets both their professional and per-
sonal goals.  

 The program was held on Saturday, April  

30 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the NCI Worksõ Illi-
nois workNet® Center, located in the South 
Towne Mall in Ottawa, and was open to the pub-
lic. In addition to BEST, Inc., other NCI Worksõ 
affiliates who participated in this event included 
Experience Works, the Illinois Department of 
Employment Security, the IVCC Dislocated 
Worker Center and Manpower, Inc. of Ottawa. 

 North Central Illinois Works (NCI Works) 
is the local workforce board for Bureau, LaSalle, 
Lee and Putnam Counties. 

Debbie Clausen (Manpower) presents a plaque 

to Lonnie Doan (1st Farm Credit Services) for 

serving as Chairman of the NCI Works Board.  

 

Unemployment Statistics  

Ending May 2011  
Illinois    8.9%  
 

Local Workforce Area #12   9.1% 

     LaSalle County  9.6% 

     Bureau County  8.6% 

     Putnam County  8.9% 

     Lee County  8.3% 
 

National    9.1% 

Information obtained from the 

Illinois Department of Employment Security 
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In an effort to reduce costs due to a decrease in fed-

eral funding, we are asking that all businesses re-

ceive our newsletter by email.  Please register on the 

link below to be added to the newsletter e-mail list:  

www.nciworks.org 

Current Job Postings and Other Potential Job Opportu-

nities can be found by logging on to www.nciworks.org 

and clicking on the òNo Place Like Homeó link. 

NCI Works Offered Job Search Assistance 

http://www.nciworks.org
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 My name is DeAnna Carlson. I am married and the mother of two children; a 

daughter, Camille and a son, Nathan. My husband and I enjoy golfing with the chil-

dren, and I enjoy reading, crafting, playing tennis and looking for new recipes after 

church on Sundays. 

 I am president/owner of PDQ and partner of S & J Electric in Peru, IL. I over-

see daily operations and take the lead on sales and marketing programs and customer 

development for both companies. 

 I have been an NCI Works member for three years. I was always interested in 

the American Workforce and believed it was my invitation to participate as a local 

private sector small business employer. 

 I belong to the North Central Illinois Logistics Council (NCILC) and repre-

sent the transportation industry with my small business model of expedited freight 

(PDQ). I am also a committee member in the private sector, representing women-

owned business at the local level. 

 I would invite other private sector employees to participate on the NCI Works 

Board to contribute to the solutions of the work force at the local level and to continue to help America recover and 

grow. This is one way we can participate together as American Patriots! 

 

         NCI Works Member Spotlight 

 Through a Pathways to Results grant received 

this year, IVCC has been able to address the lack of 

awareness and misperceptions by secondary students 

of the manufacturing industry.  A common mispercep-

tion is that this industry does not offer occupations that 

have the potential to provide a competitive salary and 

benefit packages necessary to make a decent living and 

comfortably provide for a family.    

 Through a joint effort between local industry 

employers, Starved Rock Area Vocational and Techni-

cal Education, NCI Works, and the Regional Office of 

Education, IVCC has channeled efforts to help educate 

secondary students and teachers that occupations 

within the manufacturing industry can lead to gainful 

employment and a successful career.   

 In addition to a marketing campaign featuring 

radio ads and bilingual billboards, two very successful 

activities targeting students and teachers & guidance 

counselors were held.   

 Thirty-three students from the LaSalle-Peru 

Area Career Center welding and machining programs 

participated in a two day, hands-on mini 

ñManufacturing Expo.ò  

 Day one had the students begin the manufac-

ture of metal, street address holders in the IVCC manu-

facturing & welding labs.  Day two was highlighted by 

a tour of Machinery Maintenance Incorporated.  The 

students completed the address holder projects when 

they returned to the Area Career Center.   

 The second activity provided an opportunity 

for 19 area teachers and guidance counselors to attend 

a manufacturing awareness workshop ï 

ñManufacturing the Futureò.  In addition to gaining a 

basic understanding of manufacturing jobs and sala-

ries, the participants toured two local manufacturing 

plants, Black Brothers in Mendota and Allied Locke in 

Dixon. 

Illinois Valley Community College  

Targets Manufacturing Careers 


